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Trade and investment are increasingly organised in global value chains. This means that different 
stages of the production processes are located across different countries allowing companies to 
restructure their operations, for instance through outsourcing and offshoring, in an effort to optimise 
their production1. However, trade in global value chains also presents challenges. These challenges in 
some cases have been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic and some measures taken by 
governments to curb the crisis.  

BusinessEurope has recently created a Global Supply Chains Taskforce, which seeks to assess the 
overall cumulative effect of actions and legal initiatives – focusing on trade and investment– and their 
potential impact on global value chains. The aim is to provide analysis and input in the debate 
concerning certain legislative initiatives of the EU as well as third countries. This questionnaire is 
designed to help BusinessEurope identify challenges, understand the risk they pose to European 
companies and better prioritise the work of the Taskforce. 

 

A. The impact of COVID-19 

1. How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected your company’s / your members’ participation in 
supply chains? What are the main challenges that your company / your members face?  

Please rate the following options:  

 Very 
important 

Important Not Important Not applicable 
/ Not relevant 

Customs, Transport & Logistics     

Supply-related challenges (e.g. 
shortages, increased costs) 

    

Demand-related challenges (e.g. 
sales reduction, change product 
mix) 

    

Mobility of personnel     

Increased barriers to access 
markets 

    

High dependency on a given 
market 

    

Others     

 

Comments / Examples: 

 
 
 
 

 
1 Source: OECD 



  

2. Has the COVID-19 pandemic triggered changes in how your company / your members manage 
supply chain operations – for instance, investment decisions, changes in production locations, or 
changes of suppliers/customers?  

Comments / Examples:  

 
 
 
 

 

3. What impact do you expect these changes will have in the company/your members in the short-
term, medium-term and long-term? 

Comments/Examples: 

 
 
 
 

 

B. Policies and Measures affecting supply chains 

4. How important is the role of the following factors in increasing challenges / risks in supply 
chains? 

Please rate the following options: 

 Very important Important Not important Not applicable / 
Not relevant 

Increased role of the 
State in the economy 

    

Increased regulatory 
divergence and 
unilateralism  

    

Lack of (global) rules 
and standards (e.g. 
in technology) 

    

More local content 
requirements  

    

Difficulties to move 
capital/data 

    

Others     

 

Comments/Examples: 

 
 
 
 

 



5. Looking at the relationship between supply chains and trade, what measures would you 
consider as having a bigger impact on supply chains? 

Please rate the following options: 

 Very 
important 

Important Not important Not applicable 
/ Not relevant 

Measures related to supply 
chain management and 
sustainability (e.g. mandatory 
due diligence, auditing and 
reporting requirements) 

    

Measures aimed at addressing 
(national) security concerns 
(e.g. sanctions, investment 
screening, export controls) 

    

Other trade restrictions that 
impact access to markets (e.g. 
export bans, export 
authorisations, domestic 
content requirements) 

    

Other     

 

Comments / Examples: 

 
 
 

 

C. How can BusinessEurope help 

6. What would be for you the 2 priority areas of work for BusinessEurope’s Global Supply Chains 
Taskforce? Please indicate the main reasons for your choice. 

Comments: 

 
 
 
 

  

 

Contact details  

Name: 

Organisation:  

E-mail:  

 

Thank you! 


